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DAS PREZ SAYS 

From the President: 

.  

From the president; 

 The vandals have struck again, this time tarring 

out more tires along with a table. Thanks to the people 

involved with putting them back in the ground. Wes 

also needs to be thanked. He donated his welding 

expertise and all the expenses to repair the entrance 

gate to the field that was also torn up by the vandals. 

At the up and coming fun fly, would anyone like to 

have any events? If so, I will be looking for contest 

ideas, maybe so prizes and contest director(s) at the 

next meeting. Also at the next meeting, we need to 

setup at potluck list. Thanks again to all that have 

helped keep the field in working order. 

 

 

Minutes for February BARC meeting. 

Minutes 

 

Called to order at 6:36 

 

19 members present 

 

Treasureôs report given and accepted 

 

New business 

 

Fun fly set for Sunday May 25 Memorial Day 

weekend 

 

Potluck at fun fly 

 

Workday to be set up 

 

Joe might acquire a backhoe and a water truck for 

a workday 

 

Meeting adjourned at 7:07 Weight Lifter  

An excellent way to add ballast to the front of 

your model is to straighten the tab of your old tire 

weights, then bolt them to the underside of your engine 

mount. This puts the weight well forward where itôs 

needed and where it can be clipped away with shears to 

adjust the balance point of the model. Do not bolt ballast 

to the cowls. More often then not, the little cowl 

mounting screws will be torn out by the vibration. Your 

friendly tire man will probably give you some old 

weights. 

ðboth from the Schoolcraft SkyHawks R/C 

Airplane Club, Schoolcraft, Michigan 

Sandbag Weights 

Fill plastic Ziploc bags of various sizes 

approximately ¾ full of fine sand and seal each 

well. Use these to hold down large parts of your 

airplane, such as wings, while building. The sand 

conforms to the shape of the parts. The bags also 

work well when gluing sheeting. 

 

ðfrom the Orbiting Eagles, Omaha, Nebraska 

 



 

From the Lafayette Cloud Jockeys, Lafayette, 

Indiana 

Advice Can be a Vice: Know Your Audience 

I broke a propeller the other day. Surprised? 

I didnôt think so. Actually the real shock was that 

this propeller lasted seven years before breaking it 

became noteworthy. 

Now had I been doggedly flying all those 

years, this Master Airscrew might have been 

enshrined on my wall. Such as it is, I will not be 

keeping it. You see as my propeller broke, so did 

my airplane. And, just like my first flight lifting off 

the runway in June 2000, I wonôt forget my 

beloved first airplane cartwheeling in the grass. 

I will admit to pilot error, but not to dumb 

thumbsðat least not on this crash. My transmitter 

chirped a low-voltage warning shortly after rotation 

and just as I was turning downwind. I killed the 

engine, called the emergency and attempted to land, 

but I had lost power and control. 

Thursday night and Friday morning I began 

to cycle my flight batteries. I planned to bring only 

three airplanes and transmitters. Had I stuck to the 

plan, charging at 1/2C and discharging at 1C, I 

would not be ready to fly. In an 11th hour fit, I 

thought of buying an additional cycler. 

I didnôt have much cash so while I looked 

for a deal I got free advice. Honestly, it was sound, 

good advice. ñThereôs no need to cycle your NiHM 

batteries. Just charge them before use.ò Originally I 

protested, but choose to follow since I had lots of 

batteries and could swap if needed. And, as it 

turned out, a swap was made. 

My first flight with the Eagle 2 ended 

abruptly as my transmitter voltage dropped slowly 

away. So I made my second flight after replacing 

my transmitter batteries, but with an equally bad 

pack. Noðlet me say it was a worse pack. Worse 

because the power curve on this pack wasnôt going 

to tail off slowly. This packôs discharge dove over a 

cliff.  

While I was collecting advice there was one 

detail that was left unspokenða detail that might 

have saved my airplane and propeller. 

I donôt fly as much as Iôd like to and, as a 

result, my packs were an unknown quantity. Would 

these batteries hold, or deliver, a charge? No one 

could know, but cycling would have clued me. 

GOTTA REPLACE THOSE GUM BANDS SOME  DAY 

Years ago I remember working in my 

camera store and a very nice, older lady needed 

advice. I questioned her at length about her 

needs. Finally, now frustrated, she asked me 

why I kept questioning her. Answers! She 

wanted answers! Not more questions. My 

response: I want to be sure Iôm giving good 

advice. 

Advisees are often told to ñconsider the 

source.ò Shall we too add: Advisers consider 

the audience. Q 

 Some of you may not know  the field was 

vandalized last week. The gate was damaged, the 

table on the south end was pulled out of the 

ground , they drove on the field and pulled up the 

pole  holding the cable into the field. 

 

 We owe a big thank you to Lee, Wes, and 

Dale for repairing the damage to our field by the 

recent vandalism. The gate had to be rebuilt and 

tables had to be put back in the ground.  Also 

thanks to Rick for rebushing our roller and 

making the locator sign. Itôs this kind of 

teamwork that will keep our club together. 
 

         Thanks Fellows, 

         Mike 



When a light mist of the accelerator is sprayed on the surface 

to be bonded, it dries almost instantly, but remains active for 

several minutes. Apply accelerator to the opposite surface, and 

the glue will set within a few seconds after the parts are held 

together. 

To allow for more time for the parts to be positioned 

correctly, wait to spray the accelerator around the glue joints 

after joining. This will instantly hold the part in place while the 

rest of the cyanoacrylate cures normally. A bead of medium 

cyanoacrylate can be placed over a joint for reinforcement 

when sprayed with accelerator. When parts meet at right 

angles, lay a bead along both sides of the joint to form fillets 

that will buttress the joint when cured with the accelerator. 

The thick variety of cyanoacrylate glue is the best for 

most plastics, including GEôs Lexan. It is also the best choice 

for plastic model assembly. When used with the accelerator, it 

works better than nearly any putty for modifying or filling 

voids. It can be carved with a knife or razor blade and sanded 

and feathered to form a finish indistinguishable from plastic. 

The thick cyanoacrylate bonds fiberglass, hardwood, 

metal, and rubber better than any other hobby adhesive. For 

gluing to the inside of the cloth-textured surfaces of fiberglass, 

scrape the area to be bonded with a razor blade or coarse 

sandpaper before using the cyanoacrylate. 

With all cyanoacrylate glues, the closer the parts fit 

together, the stronger the bond. Always hold the bonding 

surfaces together as tightly as possible. Any rough spots on the 

mating surfaces should be smoothed out. Although 

cyanoacrylates will hold objects together with considerable 

strength in seconds, the full strength of the bond is not reached 

for several hours. Allow for this before subjecting parts to 

maximum stress. Also, cyanoacrylates are generally a little less 

brittle and have higher strength when they are allow to cure on 

their own. 

Heat and moisture will decrease the shelf life of 

cyanoacrylate glues. Unopened bottles can be stored in a 

freezer or refrigerator, but allow them to reach room 

temperature before using. Keep your bottle in a cool place that 

wonôt be exposed to direct sunlight and store away from 

bottles of accelerators. Q 

Cyanoacrylates 

by Vince Ziegenbien [Internet Article] 

 

Tech Editorôs Note: 

        It turns out that there is a downside to the use of 

cyanoacrylate glues. Inhaling the fumes given off when the 

material polymerizes can sensitize someone. This can lead to 

an allergic or allergic-like reaction, resembling severe 

asthma, in which the lungs may even shut down. The 

specific allergic reaction to cyanoacrylate fumes may be 

whatôs called, anaphylactic shock, which is a dire situation. 

Cyanoacrylate should never again be used by someone who 

has already had an allergic reaction to it; the result can be 

fatal. A positive ventilation system, dispersing the vapors 

away from yourself or anyone else, is vital in preventing any 

harm. 

 

Cyanoacrylate glues are reactive monomers that 

chemically link (polymerize) when pressed into a thin film. 

The very thin layer of water moisture present on most 

surfaces acts as an alkali, or weak base, which is the catalyst 

that results in bonding. However, the presence of detectable 

amounts of water usually degrades the performance of 

cyanoacrylate glues. 

The thinner variety of cyanoacrylate glues have a 

water-thin viscosity that wicks deep into joints by capillary 

action and cures in a matter of seconds. Surfaces to be 

bonded must be tight fitting and should be held together 

while you apply the cyanoacrylate glue around the edges of 

the seam. At the moment cyanoacrylates cure, they give off 

a vapor that can irritate the nose and eyes, so be prepared. 

Thin cyanoacrylateôs work well on balsa because they 

penetrate into the wood and form more than just a surface 

bond. 

 

Tech Editorôs Note: 

       If cyanoacrylate fumes are allowed to mix with the 

atmosphere and be diluted, all negative effects cease. The 

point at which you become allergic to the fumes is highly 

individual and can happen without any warning. Best is to 

always ventilate! 

 

The thicker form of cyanoacrylate glue has a higher 

viscosity for loose fitting joints in which the adhesives must 

bridge gaps. Normally the thicker cyanoacrylate is applied to 

one surface and then the parts are held tightly together for 

approximately 5 to 15 seconds. For large surface areas, 

including those with close-fitting joints such as lamination, 

this grade of cyanoacrylate glue should be used. To prevent 

premature curing, donôt spread the glue into a thin film 

layer. Lay down a serpentine bead about 1-inch separations 

on one surface, then assemble the parts letting the pressure 

spread the cyanoacrylate out. 

The Cure Accelerator is a catalyst that works by 

allowing cyanoacrylates to quickly cure in thick layers. 

TIPS AND TRICKS  

 

Any Old Bikes Lying Around? 

A good thing to use for pushrods are bicycle 

spokes. You can find old used wheels for next to nothing 

and take out the spokes. They are threaded and come in 

different sizes. 

Instant Gap Filler  
To fill small gaps, instead of filling with the usual putties 

and waiting for them to dry, place some medium CA in 

the gap. Then place a small amount of baking soda on 

and watch it set before your eyes. It is the strongest fill I 

have come across and is instant. 

ðboth from the Beachmasters RC Club, Ocean Park, 

Washington  



I WONDER WHOSE IT IS 

BETTER ASK WES HOW HE DID THE FORMATION FLYING 


