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DAS PREZ SAYS 
From the President: 

  

 Fellow fliers, get some thoughts together about 

what you would like to raffle. I have heard some talk 

about a few engines and servos. I was thinking about 

getting a few people to come to the meetings and give 

a talk about some airplane products. I am interested to 

hear if anyone had a certain topic that they wanted to 

hear about. If so, let me know and I will try to find 

someone to talk about that. 

 If anyone has ideas about having a fun fly, 

bring it up at the meeting. Someday the weather will 

hopefully warm up and the winds die down. I have 

talked to Gary Kyle about coming down when it 

warms up to fly some new birds. He has some new 

one that are a delight to see fly. 

 Bring in all the planes that you can to the meet-

ing. I sure that everyone will enjoy seeing and hearing 

a talk about them. 

                           2008 dues are now late.               

They can be given to any club officer or mailed to 

Paul Caleca at 4301-b Elaine Dr  Los Lunas NM 

87031. $ 25.00  The gate combination will be 

changed the end of  February. Make checks to 

BARC.  

 

 

Belen Area Radio Controllers 

Membership Meeting 

Wednesday January 16, 2008 

7:02 PM 

 

Minutes: 

No minutes were reviewed because the last meeting was the 

Christmas party. 

Visitors: 

Mark Johnson, District VIII Vice-President, spoke at the 

end of the meeting. 

New Business: 

¶ Glen decided not to be Vice-President, Jerry was ap-

pointed by Lee to serve as VP. 

¶ A plaque will be made for the  GPS coordinates, in 

case of an emergency. 

¶ It has been decided that a non-flying family member in 

the club can not vote unless that person is a member of 

AMA.  

By-laws can be found on the main link website: 

www.flybelen.com 

¶ A question came up about mandatory age of an officer, 

AMA requires three officers to be over age of 19 and others 

can be any age. 

¶ Gift certificates have been given by shops to advertise 

in the newsletter. 

¶ There is a new hobby shop: Hobby Pros, located in the 

Hoffman Shopping Center, Menaul and Wyoming. 

¶  

Mi Chante Restaurant has been voted as the new monthly 

meeting place, meet at 6:00 if eating there. 

Old Business 

Raffle: not everyone needs new planes; it was suggested 

small items, like servos or receivers would be good items to 

raffle. 

 

Adjourned at 7:52 

 

Submitted by: Raymond Sandoval, Secretary 

Two of our members both have had resent hospital 

stays.  JIM MADDOX  and HOWARD MORROW   

From the reports I get both our doing fine and hope 

to be flying with us soon. 

http://www.flybelen.com/


 

The Secrets Behind Building and Improving ARF 
Models  

by Jim Soque  

I would like to contribute certain ideas of how to make 

your ARF airplane more signature and a better built 

ship. More familiarity with your model will only improve 

your piloting skills and increase your confidence as a 

flier. In more than six months, I have completed the fol-

lowing five ARF models: Great Planes Lancair ES 60, 

Great Planes Cessna 182, Jim Dymond Tiger Moth 120, 

Seagull Models PC-9, and the Kangke Monocoupe 60. 

These are all well-manufactured ARF airplanes, each 

having been tested by countless design pilots, and 

manufacturer experts. I fly them all with great confi-

dence and have the utmost respect for each of their 

designers and engineers. 

The suggestions I make in this article are my own and 

from my own experience: 

Å Read your instruction manual from cover to cover, 

then read it again.  

Å Take inventory of all the parts listed in the instruction 

manual.  

Å Measure the engine mounts; change them if you think 

they are too short.  

Å Mount the engine to the engine mount with socket-

head screws, washers, lock washers, and lock nuts.  

Å Use a ball-link for the carburetor pushrod link on the 

engine.  

Å Change the tank to one you are familiar with.  

Å If a third tube is used for fuel-filling purposes, use ad-

ditional hose and a clunk.  

Å Trim the cowl with a router/sander tool, and use a vac-

uum cleaner with hose to vent the fiberglass dust away 

from you. 

Tech. Editor's Note:  Best if this is not done in an en-

closed space. No one, not you or anyone in your family 

or your neighbors, need to breath this dust. 

 

 Å When drilling the holes in the cowl, enlarge them us-

ing a drill bit wrapped with some 220-grit sandpaper; 

enlarge gradually.  

Å Attach a flexible pushrod material to pull the fuel hoses 

forward through the firewall.  

Å Cut the ventral vent hole three times the size of the air 

intake hole. This allows for maximum cooling of 

your engine. Å Measure the stabilizer tips to a 

center point over the cabin using an aluminum 

ruler and take note in centimeters, not inches. 

Measure twice and always use epoxy. 

Tech. Editor's Note: Do not use any string, line, 

cloth measuring tapes, or anything flexible to 

measure with. If the measuring device sags or 

bends, support it so it is straight over its length. 

 

Å Level any imperfect surfaces with your eyes, 

then put a level on it. Take away any balsa 

gradually with a hobby knife.  

Å Use a 90Á angle device for your vertical fin, or 

try a laser leveling device.  

Å If your kit comes with 2mm or 3mm hardware, 

switch it to 2-56 or 4-40 hardware instead.  

Å Change the supplied wheels to wheels with 

tread. Donôt use cheap wheel collars.  

Å Use a hinge-slotting tool (I prefer electric) to 

widen the precut hinges on control surfaces. Use 

slow cyanoacrylate glue on the hinge surfaces 

edge, then insert the hinge.  

Å Z-bend the links for the control rods at the 

servo arm end.  

Å Mount your cowl with beefier screws and wash-

ers. 
Tech. Editor's Note: Reinforce the part of the cowl 

where screws or bolts go through. Use a small piece 

of cloth soaked in epoxy and placed on the inside of 

the cowl or any other part that needs reinforcing. 

Fiberglass cloth is a good choice but any woven cloth 

will do. 

 

Å Mount your switch harness and charging jack oppo-

site from the exhaust side of the aircraft.  

Å Use a glow-extension device for any inverted en-

gines.  

Å Use scrap fuel line pieces to secure your clevises.  

Å Tape any servo extensions to the servos main wire 

for insurance.  

Å Run the antenna wire inside the fuselage and out the 

back whenever possible.  

Å After you finish, test run your engine, high and low 

end, before coming out to the field.  

Å Fully charge everything before packing it up and 

heading to the field. Q  



 

 

Heli Fever          January 2008 

by Glenn Bontly 

 

I started flying RC airplanes some 35 years ago as a 

young teenager.  I enjoyed the hobby for about 4 years 

before becoming interested in other things (primarily cars 

and girls).  After a long hiatus, I started flying again in the 

summer of 2000.  At that time, I really had no desire to fly 

helicopters.  I tried flying one on my simulator and it was 

way too hard.  A couple of years ago, on an impulse, I 

purchased an E-flite Blade CX from Hobbies ón Stuff.  

Thatôs the one with the counter rotating main blades, and 

no tail rotor.  It was supposed to be really stable and a 

good beginner heli.  Besides, it was relatively 

inexpensive.  It turned out to be the perfect first helicopter 

for me.  I was immediately able to fly it and it wasnôt long 

before I felt that I had mastered the little bird.  I was 

hovering in all attitudes, flying figure 8ôs, and landing on 

any flat surface I could find; tables, countertops, my truck 

bed, etc.  It provided a whole new dimension of RC flying 

for me. 

 

Feeling ready to progress to the next level, I purchased a Blade CP Pro, which is a collective 

pitch heli.  What a piece of junk (in my opinion).  This is one squirrelly bird!  The more I tried to 

fly it, the more discouraged I became.  I seriously considered giving up on helicopters, but I was 

starting to get the knack of it on the simulator.  So perhaps I just didnôt have the right equipment. 

 

About that time, one of my buddies got himself an Align T-

Rex 450.  I really didnôt want to spend that much money on a 

helicopter, especially since I didnôt know if I would ever be 

able to learn to fly one.  But having mastered the CX, and 

gaining more and more confidence with the simulator, I 

decided to give it one more chance.  Looking back, Iôm glad I 

did.  I purchased a T-Rex 450SE and all the accessories 

needed to complete the project.  It took me a couple months to 

put it all together and get the radio set up; itôs quite complex.  

With help from some friends, we got the little 450 checked out 

and trimmed up at one of the indoor flying sessions.  Although 

very nervous, I immediately realized that this was going to be 

the bird that would teach me to be a RC helicopter pilot.  I was 

so excited just being able to maintain a relatively stable hover.  

Most of my flying to this point, and for the next few months, 

was during the indoor flying sessions.  When there are 5 other 

helis in the space of a gymnasium floor, all anyone can do is 

hover in their designated area.  What I had to do was to get 

outside!   



 

I started flying a little bit at the field and also in by back yard.  I was relatively comfortable hovering in most atti-

tudes, and even started with some slow forward flight.  The T-Rex 450 is small, fast, and very easy to loose sight 

of if you get too far away.  About that time, Dave Reed and Mark Johnston (ARCC) decided to host a weekend of 

helicopter training.  We met for a few hours one Saturday evening to go through all of the mechanical and elec-

tronic set up, and then hit the flying field on Sunday for some hands-on action.  I learned a LOT that weekend, 

thanks to Dave and Mark.  But I was still having a hard time with orientation of the little 450 at a distance. 

 

Iôve always been told that larger aircraft are more stable and ñeasier to flyò than smaller ones.  And theyôre cer-

tainly easier to see in the air!  There were a couple of brand new T-Rex 600 Nitros at that training weekend, and I 

was drooling over them big time.  I knew at that time I wanted to continue in this sector of the hobby, but the cost 

of a nitro bird was more than twice that of the little 450! 

 

To my total surprise, Jan gave me a T-Rex 600 Ni-

tro kit and a YS 50ST engine for my birthday this 

past December!  Soon after, I broke open my piggy 

bank and purchased the rest of the electronics.  

Having been through this once before, the 600 build 

and set up went much faster than my 450.  I com-

pleted the project on Thursday (24 Jan) and imme-

diately contact Dave Reed to see if he could get the 

new bird checked out and in the air for me.  He and 

some of the guys were going to be out at Balloon 

Park the next day and invited me to join them.  I left 

work a couple of hours early and raced to the field; 

I couldnôt wait!  As it turned out, Shawn White 

ended up doing the maiden flight; and then he let 

me loose!  I gently hovered the big bird and did just 

a little slow forward flight back and forth.  What a 

rush!  My whole body was shaking and my heart 

was pounding.  And then Shawn took it back and 

ñwrungò it out through a series of 3D maneuvers 

that I could barely follow.  Heôs an incredible pilot. 

 

Unfortunately, Jan wasnôt able to see those first flights on Friday.  So Saturday afternoon, I fired up the 600 in our 

back yard and gave her a short flight demo; Iôm sure she could hear my knees knocking the whole time!  Between 

the houses, fences, and trees in my area, I hesitate to do much more than hover around.  Iôm looking forward to 

bringing my big T-Rex out to the field to get in some good practice in preparation for my second Heli Fun Fly 

later this year! 

List of items for Sale:  One Lotðdo not wish to separate 

 

60 Series Big Stick w/servos & receiver, FA80 SAITO 

40 Series Cadet Style w/servos & receiver-47 Super Tiger 

Airtronicsðchampionship series transmitterð6 channel #16 

AirtronicsðVanguard series transmitterð4 channel #54 

Airtronics Buddy box w/cable 

Misc. servos, parts and batteries 

Flight box 

OS40 MAXFD Engine, KB49 Engine,   

Rossie 60 Engine 

Contact Tom McNutt, 505-869-0425 

Asking $400 for all 



 

AMA CHARTER 2656 

 

  2008  OFFICERS     

                                                                  

President: Lee Tolzin                          Vice President: Jerry Wheat 

Secretary: Raymond Sandoval                     Treasurer: Paul Caleca 

                                                         WEB SITE  www.flybelen.com   
               

MEETINGS are on the 3rd. Wednesday of the month at 7:00 PM  

Weather site link that is close to the field. 

http://www.instaweather.com/kob/default.asp?cid=90&id=LSLNS 

 

There are maps to the field on our website at www.flybelen.com  

Club Questions? Jerry 865-3817; Mike 865-6205; Matt 869-2370 

Want something in the newsletter? Call Matt 869-2370 

www.bigboystoysnm.com 


