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Minutes 
 
Call to order @7:04 
10 members 
0 guests 
 
Old business 
    We discussed the repair of two more tables 
that got busted up.  
    Also, more repair work on the roller. 
New business 
 None 
 
    Breakfast on July 26 at 10 AM. If it is like last 
time come early. 
     
Meeting ended at 7:44 

 Sorry for the short newsletterðdue to several  

thingsðnot being able to find m any good articles, 

and probably a little laziness. 

 

 Come and join us for breakfast on the 27th of 

Julyðgood food and swapping lies. 

 We may have a contest if enough interest is 

shown at the meeting on the 21st. I was thinking of 

one called leap frog. You have three circles numbered 

and try to do a touch and go in each circle in the 

shortest time. The circles are different sizes and not 

in numerical order. You can taxi across a circle but 

must take off and circle around between each landing. 

We can talk about it at the meeting. 

 If you want we could buy wood to repair the 

table tops and fix the tables the same day. We would 

also need some paint to finish them. I donôt think it 

would take 30 minutes to do it all. 

 Our lease paperwork has been completed with 

the VIA guaranteeing our field for a few more years.

 See you at the meeting and hope to see you at 

the field.                             Matt   

RICH ON A FLYBY  I THINK THIS IS JESSEôS PLANE 



 

 

ON THE SAFE SIDE 

 

101 Ways to Stop a Spinning Propeller 

By Don Nix, Insider Safety Column Editor 

Unfortunately, we are limited to only a single safe one:  

Stopping the engine. 

Yeah, yeah. Everyone knows that. Right? Well, if so, 

then why are more than half of all model accidents 

caused by model propellersðwhile turning? Because we 

do very stupid things sometimes. Because we get care-

less. Because we get too casual. Because we are inexpe-

rienced. Because we are so experienced we think com-

mon sense safety is for beginners. Because, because, be-

cause. Well, that be the cause! 

     K&B engines might not be very familiar to newcom-

ers to the hobby, but oldsters will remember that K&B 

was the leading American manufacturer of model en-

gines for decades, having been started by Johnny Brod-

beck back in 1946. 

About 20 years ago, I was flying at the pilotôs 

station next to one occupied by my good friend, John 

Brodbeck; the ñBò of K&B engines, and son of Johnny, 

the founder. John was test flying an engine sent in by a 

customer seeking a solution to a puzzling problem. (Yes, 

company owners really used to do such things.) John had 

made a couple of laps around the field, but felt the engine 

was too lean, so he landed and taxied to the front of the 

pit to change the needle setting. 

Now hereôs a fellow who is the owner of a model 

engine company, who had probably been weaned from 

Mama Brodbeck to a baby bottle filled with glow fuel, 

and had been around and using model engines since the 

earth cooled. One would think he would be extra careful; 

be sure the model was secure and tune the engine from 

behind. Instead, wanting to get on with the test, he 

reached across the propeller from the front. I can tell you 

it stopped the engine. However, flying was over for the 

day for both of us because I had to drive him to the emer-

gency room to have a deep 3-inch gash in his forearm 

neatly stitched. 

Yes, he was hurt, but said the worst pain was the 

embarrassment of being an engine manufacturer who 

would do such a dumb stunt (his words, not mine) at 

Southern Californiaôs busiest flying field in front of 

about 60 modelers. 

My guess is, there are very few modelers who 

have been flying more than a couple of years who have 

not donated a little blood and possibly flesh to careless-

ness with propellers. For some of us, once is enough. 

Others have a little slower learning curve. It would be 

bad enough if their carelessness just injured themselves, 

but all too frequently an innocent person is hurt; some-

times more than just stitches. 

I think Iôll cut this column shorter than I had 

planned to allow you faithful readers (all six) to sub-

mit some of your own experiences that might quite 

possibly make others think twice before doing some-

thing stu é er, ill-advised. 

Always glad to hear from you: flyer-

don@aol.com or flyerdon@ yahoo.com. You will get 

A NOTE FROM AMA INSIDERôS TECHNICAL 

EDITOR  

A short time ago, a modeler wrote Ed 

McCollough (your humble technical editor) the fol-

lowing: 

ñNoticed and noted on the foot of page 66 of 

March Model Aviation underneath the picture of the 

Spektrum/JR flight logger, it is recommended that six-

volt battery packs be used on ALL 2.4GHz receivers. 

Called Horizon Hobby on the phone; they 

confirmed this statement. It was suggested the same 

six volt usage for other brands also. 

Would like to suggest the general membership 

be made aware of this when 2.4 GHz receivers are 

used in glow/gas airplanes/helis to preclude possible 

in-flight loss.ò 

When I read this, I agreed with him and wrote 

him I would get on the problem. Please, read what he 

wrote and consider it very, very carefully. Unfortu-

nately, the answer to his question hasnôt been that 

quick or easy, but for the time being, here it is: 

If you are flying a 2.4 GHz system, follow the 

manufacturersô specifications for the voltage. If you 

are using a separate voltage pack for the receiver, be 

absolutely sure it has enough voltage to run the re-

ceiver. A common 5.0-volt receiver pack may not 

have sufficient voltage to run your particular receiver. 

Actually, if you used a six-volt pack and it was ade-

quately charged, it should be sufficient, regardless of 

the manufacturer. 

There is one problem, when using a six-volt 

pack if it isnôt required by the manufacturer of your 

system. That problem will likely happen if you are 

using digital servos. If you drive some digital servos 

with six volts, there is a high probability you will 

damage the servos because of the higher voltage. Re-

member, if the servos fail, it wonôt make much differ-

ence that your receiver is still working. 

You always need to be flying with a func-

tional receiver pack, one that is as close to fully 

charged as possible. Remember, insufficient volts to 

the receiver and you crash. 

Lastly, as in all things, and in all cases, read 

the instructions. Q 
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There are maps to the field on our website at 

www.flybelen.com  

Club Questions?  Mike 865-6205;  

Matt 869-2370 

Want something in the newsletter? Call 

Matt 869-2370 


